United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/578,066 


05/02/2006 


Mederic Le Pare 


FR 030139 


4780 



7590 11/26/2008 

Philips Electronics North Americia Corporation 

Corporate Patent Counsel 

P. O. Box 3001 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 



EXAMINER 



WILLIAMS, JOSEPH L 



PAPER NUMBER 



2889 



MAIL DATE 



11/26/2008 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



\JI 1 1 Ot? n\* If SJtl OUffffffCff y 


Application No. 

10/578,066 


Applicant(s) 

LE PARC ET AL. 


Examiner 

Joseph L. Williams 


Art Unit 

2889 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

1 . The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 

with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 

required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: The Application number and the 
date of filing are incorrect. It appears that the application number has been 
inserted under the date of filing and the date of filing has been inserted under the 
application number. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shaw (US 5,798,608) in view of Bohmer et al. (US 6,81 9,049). 

Regarding claim 1 , Shaw ('608) teaches in figure 7 and the corresponding text, a 
tubular lamp (700) comprising a lamp vessel (310) which accommodates a light source 
(see filaments (630) in figure 6), wherein a first part of the lamp vessel is provided with a 
coating (730) reflective of radiation emitted by said light source, a second part of the 
lamp vessel being further provided with a light-absorbing coating (read phosphor, 320). 
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Shaw ('608) does not disclose the light absorbing coating comprising pigments 
incorporated in a sol gel matrix. 

Further regarding claim 1 , Bohmer ('049) teaches in the abstract a lamp 
comprised of, in part, light absorbing coating comprising pigments incorporated in a sol 
gel matrix (3) for the purpose of providing a lamp which is substantially free of scattering 
and stable at temperatures up to 350 degrees Celsius. 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use the sol gel matrix of Bohmer on the lamp of Shaw for the 
purpose of providing a lamp which is substantially free of scattering and stable at 
temperatures up to 350 degrees Celsius. 

Regarding claim 2, Shaw ('608) teaches the first part is distinct from the second 

part. 

Regarding claim 3, Shaw ('608) teaches the first part represents substantially half 
of the lamp vessel and the second part represents substantially-half of the lamp vessel. 

Regarding claim 4, Shaw ('608) teaches in figure 6 at least one end cap (620), 
said end cap comprising orientation means for cooperating with a lamp housing 
intended to receive said lamp. 

Regarding claim 5, Shaw ('608) teaches a orientation means comprise at least 
one orientation pin (part of filament). 
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Regarding claim 6, Shaw ('608) teaches, similar to claim 1 above, a tubular lamp 
vessel having a first part provided with a reflective coating and a second part provided 
with a light-absorbing coating. 

Shaw ('608) does not disclose the light absorbing coating comprising pigments 
incorporated in a sol gel matrix. 

Further regarding claim 6, Bohmer ('049) teaches in the abstract a lamp 
comprised of, in part, light absorbing coating comprising pigments incorporated in a sol 
gel matrix (3) for the purpose of providing a lamp which is substantially free of scattering 
and stable at temperatures up to 350 degrees Celsius. 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use the sol gel matrix of Bohmer on the lamp of Shaw for the 
purpose of providing a lamp which is substantially free of scattering and stable at 
temperatures up to 350 degrees Celsius. 

Regarding claim 7, Shaw ('608) teaches luminaire comprising a tubular lamp as 
claimed in claim 1. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 6,342,762 and US 2006/009181 1 disclose the state of the art 
for lamps with a sol gel matrix. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph L. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2465. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Minh-Toan Ton can be reached on (571) 272-2303. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Joseph L. Williams/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2889 



